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ſenſible what advantage the Papifts make of the 

Separation'of ſome Proteſtavts from the Church 

England. | And the ill effeQts of it at preſent ,-and 
theiworle which we have reaſon to fear, are ſo very dif. 
cefrmible, that it may now be: hoped the Confideration 
hereof will ſomething abate-thoſe Prejudices of Diſſen- 
ters againſt us,- which we think have hitherto hindred 
tho prevailing. of: our; Reaſons." Though Prejudice is 
kind 10 be. remov'd ; yet *tis not impoſſible. - Several 
Ingeauous-Perſons of —_” PR— have been — 
- 2 rony 


|| Believe all Conſidering Perſons -are by this tim? 


(2) 
from their Prejudices againſt our Communion, when 
the miſchief of theſe Diviſions was not ſo apparent as 
4is now.-1I truſt therefore, that at this time many more 
will, and I pray God that all of them may ſeriouſly and. 
impartially look over the Grounds upon which they 
have kept up the Separation. For I am perſuaded that 
thei ObjeRtiqns agatoſtour Communipn are not of that 
Conſeqyence,” as to Juftifie their forſakiag je ; andchar 
themſelves diſcern it, if they w&nldronfider our 
Anſwers with the ſame Meekneſs and Charity where. 
with we offer them. I have with great pleaſure read 
ſome ſhort Diſcourſes Jately Publifht that tend, to.this 
Wie poſe, the Good Spirit-wherewith they are writteh 
eming tb bea*very likely means of conveying the Ars 
gument with all its advantage into the Minds of thoſe- 
that ſhall take the pains to read them. And though I: 
think that which hath been ſaid already , is; enough to- 
fatisfie Jddicivos *Men; yet by the” perſuaſion of tome 


Eriends, I have palin pppnens to Anſwer. thoſe Particu, 
rhe 


kr ObjeQions againſt the Publick'Service of God by the 
Book of Common Prayer, which the Difſenters are faid to- 
inſiſt -moſt upon., I. muſt, confeſs that, I have always 
thought the 'Litargie'of the Charch*of Engfant' to be 
ſuch a truly Evangelical Form of Publick Worſhip, that 
it,would- rather have wvited Proteſtants to our Com 
munion, than kept them from: it. And I beheve, if the- 
Diſſenaters would ſeriouſly read over that S:rmon of: 
Dr.. Bzverege conetrning, the Exeelency and: TV/efulnefs 
of the Common Prayer, they would go near to be of the 
ſame-mutd.. And Thope many of them are fo, except- 
ing only+ as to thoſe: Particulars wherein they are not 0. 
well fatisfied : And therefore I ſhall endeavour through 
Gods a(liſtance to lay ſome things together;,.;of which 
Feople of oxdinary-Capasities -may make a Juigment,. 
and which may: aftord: reaſonable fatislaction. to: thod 
that Doubt. It: 


(3% 
.. - tis by ſawepretended, That the Confefons of Sin it 
aur;Liturgie are too Geveral, and that there are many' 
Particular Sins which ought to havebeen Diffindy Con- 
feſſed; of which there 1s no mention. 13 590 Ie; 
-  . Now [I defire thoſe 'that are of:this:Mind tb conſi-- 
der, that there'is hardly any tbing in Publick Worſhip 
which requires more, Cautionandi Prudenee in the or-- 
dering of «, than that | Confeſſion: of Sin whicly is--to 
be. made by the whole Congregation: - It may be:'too 
Looſe and General on the one f1de, or it may be too- 
Particular and: Diftiu# on the other. And it is not (o- 
very-calie to avoid both inconveniencies-- The-reafon is, 
becauſe it ſhould be framed as all may -in-good earneſt. 
uſe it, notwithſtanding; the great Difference among(t- 
thoſe that are within the Communion of the Church ; 
the Sins of ſome of them being more in | #«mber, and : 
greater in kind, and more heinouly aggravated, than the 
Sins of others. a4Eitetr | | 
- | There: may be- this.Inconvenienee in a Confeſſion ? 
very ew and General ; that takes in all, that it does - 
It: 10 well ſerve to.-excite or to expreſs that due ſenſe 
ofSin, nor toexerciſe that. humility and ſelf abafeent 
wherewith we ſhould always Confeb our Sins to God; 
' On the other hand, the Inconvenience of a very Parti- 
clar and Diſtinit Confeſſion of Sins will-' be this;} That 
ſome Sins, with their .Aggravations, maybe Confefſed 
in-the Name of the whole Congregation; -of which it 
i$ by; no vg ar ag ſuppoſed that. allare guilty ;' and 
then they who through the Grace, of God' have: been-1 
kept —_—_ , calinot in good: catneſk. maks ſuch 
fs: It | | 
o:Now Etake- it ,, that the':Confeffions. bf Sim'in the 
Doll and in the Crrniunzon: Setvice,. are fo: Judicioully 
ramed as 'tor avoid both extreams +- Since rhe: Exprek 
fions have that large meaningas to take in the caſe - ; 
the. 
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'the beſt of the Congregation , who way'in ear« 
neſt-uſe:them; and thereby joyn their Con with 
the reſt: (And onthe other ſjde, though they» are Ge> 
neral, yet they are/ſoaffeftionately amplified, that they 
may well ſerve to expreſs that Contrition which-th 
ought to feel who labour under. the Conſcience of m 
hemous Bins; and, if they come duly prepared; to ex- 
cite:a godly ſorrow for Sin; and to exercile.a du&ſenſe 
of their own unworthinefs of Gods Mercy. ' And de- 
fire thoſe who are made to believe otherwiſe, that they 
would venture to uſe-their own Judgment in this mat- 
ter, -and:upon this" occaſion feriouſly to read over thoſe 
4wo Confeſfions in'our Zyrargie'; the one ;' that which 
our daily Worſhip almoſt begins with ; the other , in 
the Communion Office before the Abſolution. And then 
let them judge impartially, asin the fear of God, if T 
have not faid the Truth. 

But beſides this, the Confeſſion of Sin after the Mi- 
Niſter has recited each of the 7ew Commandments, is not 
-enly General enough to take in all ſorts of Men ; but it 
ſeemsalſo to be as —_—_— as can _— gg 
in 4 Congregation, becauſe it goes particularly thro 
the Ten Commandments, to Slice has been fats 
reduce thewhote Duty of Man. And this Method '6f 
Confeffion makes it eafic for all that confider their own 
ways, and endeavour to underſtand their own ſtate, to 
confeſs:every. one bf:them to God, yet more particulat« 
ly, his known-Offences mnoghought;'word; of deed; 


apainſt each -Gdmmandmenr! 121 ooo 0G 
Theſe things being welt provided for , to find faule 
with this part of our Service, ſeems to argue want of 
Modeſty or Judgment in thole that doſo. They ſeem to 
believe outs to-be ariiſs;becauſe they believe themſelves 
could make -a better; Bur, if'for -this- and Hueh like 
reaſons, they thidl fir ta 'breakCommeniton wr 
where 
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where will be an end of Diviffon and S, avation2* 1" 

nane of our Brethren will ſay , that they-are not 
to make a Conteflion of their Sins in a way of expreſ* 
Gon that is podſible-ro be mended ; leſt 'by this naeans 
they ſhould never make any Confeſſion of Sinat all: 
Since it may ſtill remain a Queſtion, Whether zh; had 
not been better left out , or that added, after the beſt 
care is taken. mw ore DR q — 
Caompoled. by the wiſeſt of them, I ſuppote he would 
pretend no: more than that -it is ſo Compoſed, that Gods : 
People might ſafely and profitably uſe it. And this 
1sthat we may confidently ſay of the Confeſſions in our - 
Litaurgze ,, and if thisbe truly ſaid, it ought toend the - 


pute.., 
- And: yet! they who Object the Generalneſs of our- 
Confeſlhons againſt us, would not find it an eafie task 
to-give us better and more unexceptiomable. I may fafe- 
ly lay, they would not mend the Matter, if they could 
prevail to have them as Particular as they are wont to 
be in the Prayers of fome-thdt ſeparate from us;' For 
belides that they Contels againſt themſelves ſo many 
particular Sins as many ſincere Chriſtians cannot in : 
good earneſt acknowledge themſelves to be, - or ever 
to have teen guilty. of, there ts this other great incon= 
venienae is ſuch Confeſſions, that:groſs flypetrites, and 
other Carn/ Prefeſſors , are very apt to go away with 
an-apinion,. that their caſe is as-good asthat ofthe beſt.; 
ſtnge by theſe Conleflions of Sin, which deſcribe rheir 
own caſe perhaps rruly enough, it ſhould ſeem that the 
reft arent better than themielves. Wefind it needful: 
to warn: thoſe of our ewn Cammunion' againft ſuch 
like miftakes, though they are not in fo much danger 
of iz/ling into thera, We are afraid leſt they that live: 
In the Practice of 'willul:Sins, ſhould think the berrer' 
ol thamiclyes, becauſe we doall- confeſs rhat we have 


erred 
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erred and ſtrayed. from Gozls ways like lofi Jheep , anll 
bave followed too much the devices and. defires of our 
, own- hearts, and. have offended againſt the holy Laws of 
God, , aud have left undone thoſe things which we ought 
to have done, and have. done thoſe: things which we ought 
»ot” to. have done, and that manifold ſins and wickedneſs 
in thought, word, and deed, have moſt grievouſly been 
committed by us, againff the Divine Majeſty., whereby 
we have proveked. moſt juſtly bis wrath and —_— 
again 4s. But 'tis not hard for us to ſhew thele Men, 
that all this may be truly Confeſſed by the'ſincere and 
.godly,as well as by Hypocrites, that Rough the'Con- 
teſſion does not mention a difference, yet it.does not-im- 
ply that there is no difference between them, but after 
all,that theſe are-1n a ſtate ofImpenitence & Damaation, 
while thoſe are in a'ſtate of Salvation, who yet truely 
.confeſs their Sins in the ſame General Words with the 
reſt of the Con tion» But there is greater dan- 
ger of this ſelf-flattery we are fpeaking ofz where the 
-Common -Confeſſion of - Sins is ſo very particular as 
ſome would have ours :to be. And though there is 
greater need of Caution againſt it in ſuch places, yet the 
way of their Confeſſion makes the miſtake more difficult 

to be prevented. | 
Indeed we find in 'the Scripture Examples of Holy 
Men conteſſing ſuca Sins as themſelves were not guilty 
of, Thus did Jeremiah , Nehemiah, Ezra, &c. But 
this was upon Solemn Humiliation'for thoſe known 
—_ Idolatries ofthe Nation, which had brought 
Gods heavy Judgments upon them, or for Common 
and Scandalous Tranſgreſſions afterward. They con- 
fidered themſelves as part of that Community which 
had provoked God to ſend them into Captivity, and 
therefore they bore _— in the Common Calamity 
with ſuch cecknefs, and confeſſed the Common oh 

wat 
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wilt fich humility , as if themſelves hae offendeF'a? 
greaily'in their/own Perſons as their Chuntrey-men hat 
done. Bit Tconceive there isa/great deal of difference 
berwyvch thoſe Confeſſions of Sin, that fuch extraordi- 
nery oecafronsof Publick Humiliation require, and thoſe 
that are firfor the ordinaty Service of God in'the' con- 
ſtzne and ſtated Aſſemblics'of rhe Church; 

- But ir ought I that 'thoſe particufar 
Confefſions of Jin, which'fome Men want in ourLtwor- 
ie are age proper? the marter of that Publick Service 
care to' offer Gaily unto Boll in- Retigious' Aﬀerrblies, 
perforted incur lofts Antif we could be profeate 

in'otr Cloſets. And'if we con | 

ferioufly to enter upon this Work of  onr 
felves imp concerning thoſe Sins which we have 
more openly or ſerretly commirted,. and then to fram- 
ble-our ſelves before Gott for them, with particular 
Confeſſions and ſatiblePrayer for kis Grace and Pardbn; 
. we ſhould then find our Aﬀections p! to comply 
with thoſe more Geytra? Confeſſions of;,Sin , which we 
make with the wholte' Congregation'; we ſhould then 
have leſs reaſon to complain, rhat thoſe Confeſſions are 
not apt to move us, becauſe this way would cure rhe 
dradneſs of onr hearts, which commonfy are” moſt to 
blame, when we find fault with the means that God 

hath provided for as.” * | nagenly 
To conclude this Matter, There is great need of Pay- 
ticular Confeſfion of Sins in Religivus 4Afembires, but 
that of another ſort than what T have yet been ſpeaking 
of; and thar is the particular and humble Confeſſion 
which every Scandalous Sinhet ought to make'in' the 
Congrepatron, 'for the ſatisfation of the Church, and' 
the declaration of a'true Repentance: © This'is not pro 
perly an'A& of Worſhip, but of Diſcipline, but alas! al- 
loſt in'this miſerably divided ſtate of the Thurc#; 

B 


*, 


(8) 
a loſs-never enough to be lamented |. For ſo:it has falleg 
gut, that by quarreling for a Reformation in things of 
an Indiflerent-Nature, . that ought to be left to the Pry. 
dence of Governours ;: and the Communion of Chriſi- 
2s is broken, and the Spiritual Authority which Chrif 
left in. his.Church is expoſed to Contempt, which. is a 
Matter of a thouſand times. more as then all the 
Obje&ians againſt the Book of Common Prayer-put to. 
gether,. though, they were as. conſiderable as our Ad- 
verfaries ſeem to believe they are. 

The ſecond Obje&ion I ſhall take notice of, ns 
againſt the /borzweſs of the Collefts, by reaſon of which,it 
Is Lp ang that the Prayer is often ſuddenly broken of, 
and then. begun again: And this is thought not ſoagree- 
able to the Gravity wherewith this Duty ought to be per- 

former, nor ſolikely: a means. of exciting Reverence ang, 

Devotion, in: the People, as one continued Form of Prayer, 
that might be as leng as all thoſe put together. -. Now 
in anſwer to this, I ſay, | | | 

1. That the meer ſhortneſs of a Prayer, is not tobe 
found fault witfi by any underſtanding Chriſtian ; ſince. 
this wonld be go nit Bag Form. of. Prayer which, 
our Tord taught his Diſciples; it being, not much longer, 

_ moſt of our Colefts , and not ſo long as ſome of 

EM: . | 

- 2.- That it will be hard to-prove, That mavy cf. theſe: 
ſhort Prayers being offer'd up unto God one immediate-- 
ly after another,iseither not.ſo Grave or not ſo Edifying, 
as one Continued. Form, 1. do not believe the difference. 
to be ſo great, as.it is made by. thoſe that do not approve. 
our way, Eor. the Work of-Praying is as much continued. 
all the while, as if. there were but. one Continued Form. 

Indeed, in the Book the Printed Prayer breaks offome-. 

what often, and there is a 4/{inZLiov. made between the « 

ſwweral Coleits,, by a New. Title fhewing, the Matterof, 
R LNE. 
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the Prayer, and ioning a New Line. Buti 

our Brethren | m9. yn m this there isa ON 
of Gravity,. or any. hindrance of Devotion and Edifica- 
tion, For the abruption of the Printed. Formsis by no 
means an-interruption of our Prayer ; ſince; we ſtill go 
0n in; Praying or in giving Thanks to God, and: with- 
out breaking off, paſs fro one Petition, or Matter of 
Invocation, to another , as immediately as if the Di- 
ſin Forms we uſe together were all brought into the 
Compals of One. | 9101/1429 :£ 

- - And as there is no-Interruption of ovr. Praying, cau- 
ſed by the frequent beginning and ending of the Coeds ; 
ſo neither can this cauſe an Interruption of Attention in 
the People, which is rather helped by that frequency of 
ſaying Ames, which this way requires. Nor can it be 
charged witha tendency. to Interrupt that Devout Af 
feltion, and Godly Diſpoſties of Mind, which is the beſt 
thing in Prayer : But on the other hand, this may be 
kept alive and more effeQually ſecured, by calling upon 
the Name of God, and pleading the Merits of Chrift fo 
often: as we do. I know. ſome have ſaid, this is-done 
more frequently than is meet. But it would bee lamen- 
table thing; if. there ſhould be any-difference about this 
Matter. When the Decence and Convenience of a thing 
is conſidered, we ſhould attribute much to the Wiſdom 
of Authority! , . and to; the Judgmedtt of - Prudent and 
Holy Men, ſuch as our firſt-Retormers were, . and great 
numbers of Learned Perſons, ſince their time were alfo, 
who thought this manner of Praying to be Grave and 
Edifying; - -And I belieye others would be of the fame 
Mind, if they would not altogether dwell upon. their 
Prejudice againſt our way ; but attend a little to: thoſe 
conſiderations that fayour it,and which diſcover the ad- 
vantage and uſefulneſs of it ; which fort of Equity rhey 
that are Wiſe and Humble will hew to all Meng much 
aware to their Goveraours. Bz Now 
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. .. Naw thie. Invocation of God: fomawhatofter: by his 
Attributes, does of it felf tend to mamiain tn ouriMingy 
a reverentdenſe of his Majelty and Prefence, which we 
all know 4s of neceflary-uſe co make ws Pray unto-him 
as we-ought-to.do.. - I make noqueſtion bur rhoſe-that 
have'been blamed'for repeating Loed, Lord, fo very 
aften it their. £xrempore Prayers, would chink then 
; clveofamenharkatdiy afed if they ſhould not bebe 

lieved, in ſaying, that this was Aotfor wart.of Matter, 
but for the exciting of a reverent ſenſe. of Gods Awuths- 
nty in themſclves. andothers. And I ook 4here vs a) 
pode pre out ——_— a eamanons 
made 0 y his Name and 
Pe rtetians, inthe Prayers ofthe Church. 

I = tr - ency of r__ the Me 
rs Mediation of Chriſt, is profitable Rneng- 
thening of ' our Faith Aſlueayce that we hall be 
heard. Andito Pray wnto God inthe Name of Chrift 
being the moſt diſtinguiſhing Charater of our Chrifian 
Devotion, This atſowilf juſtific our frequ: at uſe of it. 
And-the reaſon is ſo- much the ſtronger, beeaule this is 
one main thing that diſtinguiſherh us from the Church 
of Rome, which pretendeth che Mediation of ghe Yirgin 
Airy, and the Angels, and the Departed Saints, as well 
as of Feſus.Chrift.. Andiit had notbeen- fo agrecable to 
the Principles. of the Refarmation ,. 10, have deft the 
Name and-Mediation- of Chrif outof the-Conclafion of 
eny of the Colles, when this Church deelared: her 
deteftation of calling upon God in any otter Name, but 
the Name of Gbrifj.. This is all Tfhall fay'co this Mar-- 
ter; and1/hope enoughs faid to. remove the Prejudibe 
of all Sober and Underſtanding Perſons apaiait rhe for! 
nefs of the Colle, endinganſb he recital of the Name 
ar-Attributes.of God,,.and of' the Name! and Meries of 
_— ay EUCRVED 4:2013 019 
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"The nee Exeeption'T ſhall eakeintice of , 3s That u- - 
gainft the Reperation of the Lords Prayer in the Offices 
of thoLrunge, und of that Hy own, Glory heto rhe Fa- 
ther, and to the Son, and to the Holy-Ghofſt, &c. 'and of 
tht Perifion, Lord hrue mercy uponu, and the hike. 
+ Now Thopethit they ave bur very few, 'and | hear: 
ty. with they Were none. #t all, that fo lntle under- - 
ſtand the Chreffian Religzon , ns to#ifpproveall uſe of 
theſe Forms: in--our Worſhip : 1'do not mean of the 
Lards Prayer only,; bur of theſe Afſetionate Petitions; | 
£orll bitue wotey upindu, CH bave mercycuponus, ahd 
of that 'ckorlknt Doxologit', Glory be 16 the Father, Bec. 
which moreover comuitis a ſhort Confefſion of var - 
Faith, in oppoſitiog.to the 4riavs and Sroinias. . But ' 
that which isthovghtt6s nach, 15s-thw'theſe rhingsure 
ro0 often repeated; farld that regard: cnough is not had 
to that Rule of our Saviour 4 Whew ye;Priy ft wot” wain / 
xy em dec abt ittancd 5 . 
But 1rhope nothing of this will appear vu rther : 
Examination. For "One Bavidus's:-Ocoion'-gairet, 
Fain Reperitions, -it 1s that CRONE 
tions which are nos veiy,/ and which: therefore: he-Yoth - 
not forbid. And this we traſt neceflarily fuppole; becauſe 
himſe# Praying in his Agovy, #brice'uled the ſarno Peri- - 
Ine Pn EEDL 
this-kind ariong the Aurbars- which-our' Saviour - 
Woilld/have his Diighe# toavsld, foemery be that Re- 
petition which /protecds fromtheAfetation of much 
ai 6s my Bey nn PREG - my not » 
to hetpwu9}-nintefs wow many Words! br. re 
Rmethivg over int edivesmanacy; Ard the - 
Ploghety df:B2.1 eric oiit-frows Nebnimgtitt1Noon, 
ſhear tis; © BaaD Waris. We wefar enough, I | 
hope, from ſuch kind of Reftitions.'» And fince-they - 
IF; ſuch tedious Repetitions as theſe, which our Saviour: - 


here: «© 
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' here calls Vain, 'Men ſhould have a care of calling thoſe 
'Repetitions of Good Prayers and Praiſes Vain, which 
 are-nothing Lke theſe, eſpecially in contempt ofa Pub. 


lick: Rule. | 

I never yeticould-find, that thoſe whochargeour: L- 
turgie with, this fault, have attempted to ſhew; us thoſe 
marks of difference, by which we might diſtinguiſh 
'VainReperitions frag thoſe that are not Vain,. which T 
-think- their pretence obliged them to do.., But although 
the Gravity and Uſefulneſs of that part of our Service, 
-which they make this ObjeRtion againſt, might. well ex- 


.cuſe us from any farther Vindication ;- yet I ſhall ſay 


ſomething'to —_— fox, the fatisfaQtion- of thoſe 
that are willing to be latisfied. - -; 

1 conceiye-thers are theſe two:yhings only to -be:re- 
garded in 'uſing Repetitions in; Prayer; or -Thank(, 
giving; that they may:not-be hable to; the charge of 
Vanity. 

I. That the Matter Repeated be 'very weighty and con- 
fiderable, and that it be fingularly apt to move thoſe Piou 
Afetions which -God is :moſt pleaſed with, in our Ad- 
dreſſes to him. -, And in this reſpe& I dare fay there. is 
no ſober Chriſtian but will _ our Repetitions to be 
O epmandafavents rareng Gethfcke wala irene 
cy upon 1,d8krve.the putting OI the WNGIE LTrET 
of ry and. Aﬀections. Anpd-when, we aſcribe 
Glory to the Holy Trinity, we expreſs. what we ought:to 
make the end of alloyr Worſhip, .and of all the Actions 
- cur yo And —_— ef IgE a who ein 

epeated, and the KEPEtLtyon OfM2em May: he Þ 
both warn > is the fervour of-our 
And] truſt we ſhell agree,that ifany. 0ne-Farmiot Pr 
will bear being uſed more.than once, when we Wo 
God, it is the Lords Prayer. | YE 


; I; "_ 


(13) 
- .2- The ſecond thing required to-ſecure+ Reper'itions 
from Vanity, is, That they be framed with mens 
both with regard. ta. the frequency, - that, they do not come 
8ver too often,and with regard to the diſpoſal of them, that 
they come in firly and in dwe place. - I donot meanthat. 
this.is ſo vgxy.Aice a thing, that the difference of an hairs 
x Gre: as weuſeto-fay, will ſpoil all : For-in things of 
this Nature there is a Latitude -in which Prudent Men. 
may take their choice ; but only that this is to be done 
with diſcretion and choice, and with. reſpe&t tothe Ends: 
for which Repetitians may be uſeful... And I am perſua-- 
ded that this alſo is not wanting.in our Liturgie. - For: 
Ido not find that this was ever Obje&ted againſt the. 
titions we mean,thatthey are ordered injudicioufly, . 
unleſs upon the only account of too much frequency- 
And yet the Lords Prayer is but twice in the. Ordinary. 
Service, and. but. once in every. other diſtin Office of 
Prayer or Thankſgiving. The G/oria' Patri is uſed but 
once at our beginning to Praiſe: God ' with Spiritual : 
Hymns. and once at. the Concluſion of every Pfalm,. 
Ind of. ſomeof- the Aymns,. beſides one« recital thereot 
in the Lnany, whea that:is. uſed. Andas for-thoſe: ſhort - 
Ejaculations. . Lord bave, mercy upon us:4+ Chriſt. bave 
mercy upon us. . Theformer is.repeated 'but once.in the. 
Ordinary Service, and both but twice in the Litany. So. 
that there.is no.ſuch ground of Complaint as is-pretend- - 
ed,that there are many Repetitions in our Form of Wor- 
ſhip,much leſs that thoſe are Vain which are there.: And-: 
] donot ſee how they that charge our Common-Prayer 
Bbok with Vain Repetitions upan theſe accounts , can 
have; a reyerent. eſteem of the 136 Pſalm , where for - 
26 Verſes together, His mercy endureth for evgr,. is: re- - 
peated-in every, Verſe. . n 
, There.is indeed one thing more requiſite to ſecure - 
eur, Repetitians of. the. ſame. thing in calling upon my 
a. 


\ : 
#1 
i : 
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"from being Vaio, and that is; That our Peftres and 


Aﬀe&tions ſhould be- raiſed to-keep pace with our Fx. 


, preſfions. Burt this belongs tous to take care of: And 


if we would endesvour to itir up in otr ſelves that Zeal 
and Devotion of Heart , which ſhovld anſwer that Ap. 
pearance thereof which theſe -Repetitiotis Mitke , chi; 
would fatisfie us beyoridalf other Argument that the 
aveinot Vain. To-Concltde this Matter, Fdefire thr 
who donot yet approve our Repetition of the Lords 


Prayer, andthe other ſhorr Devotions, to confider whe: 
ther it be ſ6 eaſie to ſpend the tine 'takes wp more pro. 


ficably, thai by joining pood earneſt with-the Con- 
gregation ia theſe Prayers. | | 

the next place, the Reſpowſals of the Congregation 
are Matter of Offenee to ſorne Perſons ; They' do not 
approve the Peoples ſaying the Confeſſion and the Lords 
Prayer after the Miniſter, ior their alternate _—_ 


ſome Petitions in the daily Service, witly the Pſalms av: 


Hymns, and leaſt ofell'do they approve that part which 


the Congregation bears in the Prayers of the Litany. -# 
y 


Now # wete well, if they, who! blame otir Pra 


upoi/ this accoutity Woult conſider what has often betit - 


ſaid to ſhew theufefatnefs of this way: ' Namely; That 
if 1s apt to check a wandring Spirit, and to help and re- 
lieve Attention ; and withal, that it tends to gaickew g 
lively Fdrwardveſs enfZeal in Goth Sevvice, whilit we 
mite and provoke' one" andther to Pray 'and to give 
Thanks. Theſe things we fay not without ſome expe- 
rierice of their Truth , and we think they carry plain 


_ Reaſon along with them, and T do not find that they 


have beert ContradiQed by the Leaders'of the Diſſeat- 
ing Party. - It is Trae; they have declaredtheir diſlike” 


of this way, but ſtill without taking odtice of 'What' 


may be faid for it. If ThaveobſervedTight, 'the main 
Reaſon of their diflike is this, That the Miniſter, as oy 
ay, 


Y 


(1 5. ) 
lay, .#rappointed for dhe people in all: Publick Services apa 
pertaining, to God, and. that the Scripture makes the M- 
niſter. to be the Mouth of the, People to God in Prayer. And. 
therefore; I ſhall. Examine. this Reaſon; in the , firſt 


a8. i; woo, br [; \ a1; TIED 

And, 1. If it were granted that the Scripture maketh 
the Miniſtex.to be. the Mouth. of the People to God in 
Publick Worſhip ; yet this muſt by no means be fo In: 
terpreted4, 25159 Mpke all Vocal Prayer ,and Thankſgi- 
ving. in:Bcligigus | Allcmblies ualawtul to the Peaple., 
Far theo they -mult . not declare their. Afſent to. the 
Prayers which the Miniſter utters, by ſaying. Amer, 


which yet.che Szipture approves,..and i5; not di appro- 
| our way againſt 


ved by, «ny,ok 4bole. that ſect us, 
Nor muſt at þ&.fo.raken, - as if the People were, to be ex- 
cluded from a"Vacal Part in Praiſing God by ZZymns. 


and Spiritual Songs, For this allo is warranted by Scrip» 
tuxe,, and ſees; tobe confeſſed: by our Diſſenting Bre- 
chret who allow the People to. Sing F/a/ms xx... 

VWHOLLLET. | 


the 
. Now; he char audibly lays Amen to the Prayers of the 
Ns pa makes. a /hart Hepenſa! to. the Miniſter : 
And moreover, they that {ing-P/ahys,. in which there 
arg, Pallages gf Prayer, Contellions,, or Peritians , con- 
Ra Rs aNoyocationproper-for as, a5 the. Pſalms 
often dogthey'pray. Y ocally; So,that notwithſtanding, 
what'is.pretended..concerning, the Miniſters being the 
Peoples, Fout #0 God, ,it, thall. till, be, Jawful for 
the People, ſometimes to joyn Yocally in Prayer. 25 
well-ag; in, -Prayle af. and pt only by, ſaying Amen , 
bye Þy: expreſſing, the very: words of. Confeſſion: ox 
a. nth ibn lo? he tl 
Auto 244.) Where isjr laid in Scripture, that the Miniy, 
bar y Hh ny of the-Feophe Boks 'X that no Prayer, 
may beoPlicrgd upto God 29 SALA Aﬀewtles, 0: 


rners 


(x6) 
therwife than: by the Moth of the  Minifler + Tdoubs 
theſe ſayings. are grown fo familiar amongft ſome Peo- 
ple,. that hoy beheve them to be the Words, or very 
near the Words of Scripture:But there are-no ſue þ 
nor: meaxing in the Bible that I'can find, or that they 
have found: for us. It is not good to pretend the Ay 
thority of Scripture for a Pottrine that is not to be 
met with there. 1 jþHETO 14 I 
' It is true that the Minifter is the Mouth of the Py 
ple to God in all thofe Prayers which be- utters-fof 
them, and becauſe theſe are many more then Wwhar the 
People themſelves utter ,, he may be- hid to be thei 
Mouth to God Comparativety © but tiot-Abjolutely.” 
will be troe alſo, thatthe Miniſter-iv ted for th 
People-in all Publick Services appertainivug Go Oy 
be underſtood: for the mof pare , or of A# with littl 
exception. Some Publick Services thereare'which at 
inclofed'in-hu Offee, and hy is appointedfor then in #: 
half of rhe People; that is , f6r" Adminifireng-the fuehy 
ment, Abſolving the Penitent, and Bleſſing the Peopte.' f 
therefore Prayers that immediately-concernt thel& thingy 
are to be pronounced by him only..- And as for:therelt; 
the Ordez. of the Church, and the Authority rd Plt- 
»ity of the Minifterial Futn@ion 5. makes it Fit "and ds 
cent that the Minifter ſhouldtytter-roft:everof tlienn& 
that-in- thoſe wherein: the _ have their part, he 
ſtould ever go-before, 'and lead them, and? guide the. 
_ performgnee : . which is all caken-eare-for our 
Sturgie," pn. | {5 Ls STTIOS , SI OF2NL C11 
F faid before; that theDiſſinters do-not iitrerly debut. 
the People from alt Vocal Prayer and/THinkfgiving'ef 
theirown in God's Solemn Worſhip» And therefore it 
were-great pity that they ſhouſd' keepar adiftance from 


trea;rhem.to conſider. \eliecher- rlicy-'rpy Bot Upon 


(37) 
their 0wn Principles come up to the Rules and Cuſtorr's 
of eur Church jn this thiog, ; 

1 If they grant the Peoples imtereft an, Vocal Prailc, 
let chem er 'whether they have: reafon to Con- 
demn the Peoples bearing s part in any of the Hymns 
and P/aims by alternate Reſponſes. For the plain End 
of ru, Palms in theCongregation,is to Praiſe 
and Magnifie God's Name , ani to excite in our Hearts 
fuch like devout affeftions in doing fo , as thoſe Holy 
Men-felt-in themſelves, who were aflifted by God's Spt- 
cit in Compoſing them. And therefore the Diffenters 
are not pngns to demand 'that the People be ſilent all 
this whale, Ibave beard fone of them ſay, that iftheie 


Pſalms and Hymes wore'Swng, the Congregation might 
then challenge! to put in their Voices with the Miniſter. 
But when they are read, as they generally are in our 
Pariſh Churches, they. fay this ought to-be the Work 
of the Miniſter only.: [But I cannot fee why finging or 


not-ſinging ſhould make ſich a Diflerence. - I grant it 
were better if-they were every where ſung, le 
this is more ſuitable to:the Defgn of P/a/ms, than bare 
reciting is. But:if they be not wg, (which is cuſtoma- 
rily omitted in Parif Churohes,. for want of skill as 1 
conceive):ithe:next uſe of them that is moſt 

to their-Nature ant! Deſign , is not that the Miniſter 
fhould read 5d, as he does other parts of the Scriptures 
but that the People ſhould recire the P/a/ms' and other 
Godly Zywns, with the Miniſter by way of Au/wering 
i turns, as the Cuſtemis with us, more or leſs in moſt 
Places. For when the riſe up to do this in or- 
der to the: Solemn-Praifing of God, this is much nearer 
to __——— the People are allowed to- bear a 
partin Vacal Praiſe, than the-Miniſters reciting * 
aithimdelt, and ſhutting;our' the People from: any part 


"WW But 
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(18) 
Bur it is Obje&ed particularly apainſt'the reciting 


- ove Verſe of the Pſalms by the. Miniſter, 'and aud/her by 


rhe People, that the Peoples Verfe isin-a:manneriloft to 
ſome of the Congregation, -fineein the confuſed Murniyy 
of ſo many Voices nothing can be diſtinitly heard; ' | 
Now if our Brethrenſhould admit of what has been 
already ſaid in Vindication of 'thefe Refpontats ;* Þ toe 
this Obje&tion witt nor beinſfiſted/vpon; / -I-grant; the 
which is uttered in the Congregation oughr- to: be un- 
derſtood, But then thoſe Verſes of the” Pſalms which 
are uttercd by 'the Congregation may be well enough 
underſtood by every one that bas.a Book, ”or-who is a> 
FJuainted-competently wellwiththe Pfaims thamfelves. 
I need not fay, much in anſwer” to this ObjeRtion,, be. 
cauſe it may be removed by every one that makes it, if 
he can read, and will bring a:Book along with him And 
2s for thoſe that cannot, | muſt needs (ay, that it :is not 
ſo hard as is pretended: for them alſo-ro take thoſe Ver 
ſes. which are” uttered by thoſe' thabare near them; if 
they will carefully attend. And it have'been credibly 
4nformed, that ſome devoutPeople thatrou/d never read, 
-haveattained to an ability of reciting moſt of the Pſalms 
without Book, by often hearing ther 4n thoſe Chur: 
Thes whete they are ' alternately. necited:;; which i ſhews 
"that the Marmar is not ſo confuſed, but that the Words 
may be heard diſtin&ly enough to be underſtood, ' if one 
"has a mind to it. And then they that cannot read:may 
by this means be more quickfled'; than otherwiſe the 
would be, to learn to- read; :however to! attend,za 
to learn the Plalms withourt-Book ,:thar they alſo'rma 
tear yn part Yocally with the-Congregationin 'G 
.Prailes; | ©5294 24] 110190 un 
:,11Þifhall add, That for the maſt 'Yatt-the Palms arere 
cared atternaceby;in thoſe Churghegorilyy 'whereirmay 
be reaſonably prefumed 'that the whole 'Congregation 
, » <a 


—_— = 
can read, very few excepted: For by thewa \'rhis Me. - 
thod of reading the Plalrhs is rior Corfittfanded)"buteve- 
ry Partſh Chard is The at Hiberty* fe fee aWHH 


Cuſtom/about it. ** Th "the Cobnrr 4 HOMIE 
genetally tecites all, OMA 30 om 


venienit-as that- of Re/ponſals, for the Realon Tgave be- 
fore) But there oughr to be no breach amongſt us a- 
bout things of this Natute, which one way'may*per- 
haps be m6re convenient i" 6 repeat; andelje-con- 
trary rnore convenicttt in anbtht?; iHElthen we ſhould 
not altogether dwell-upon Confiderations that favour 
eur own opinion, but attend alſo ts:rhoſe 'that may be 
offered for afiother; -and put the beſt ebnſtruttion upon 
it,' eſpecially in faVotir of a PablicKRute For a'Tecevet] 
Cuſtotn.”: This is more Chri/trav-Itte, and Will be note 
for the honour of Religion, 'and the gogd of other Mens 
Souls,” and for our own Comfort at laſt, than to ſtrain 
ot utmoſt Wit to find faults with ,” and to aggravate 
Ineohyerfiences” againft* the Laws or Viages of 'the 
Chufeh:where we live." "This thatt am now! TpeaKing 
of is-not a*Law impoſed on all the Churches of our Na- 
tional Communion, but a Cxſfom of ſome of them;which 
i thought goodto defend, that they who, think vt {6 
bighly welt of it 4s TY6;" may! nbt'yet break © hin 
nion with thoſe that uſe it: 'Afd F eB ir 


who grant thePeopleare nor tobe exolgel from Vocal | 
Praiſe, -wilt conſider that rol is\no/fne6nyenience -in 


uttering" the \PJaiJ BY Meſponſalr! owt thit Which (is 
pretended concertiag chi-diflicaſiy/(YAderf(ind what 
+ faid*! And'that!there Wy ery (HEN PeafOrifor thispre- 
tence; ſeeing the Pſalms are the trio Hidwr parts n'the 
het at y Ebareep W RO will be | 

Jt rea t bY attendifp to'the 
Congrgidr w richavedn, till themitlves have 
"beendb , the! od to SER 613 1s ws 


| 2... It 


| | rk mn rayer. 

1 why this ſhould be 

wel een ET \[fitbe ſaid, there is fome 

Example and Warxant in.the a ure for the one; but 

not; for} DEA IF a good anſwer, \that 

thete 'S, ha Pts 4he expreſs war- 

rant. at the anetes pi FO py he warrant for 

the other: Unleſs a Man wall ay, that Nothing muſt be 

done in Gods. Worſhip. for which tbere i wot expreſs and 

articular-Warraxt which though a Man may ſay when 

be > enoaten a way of Worlhip which he likes not, yet 

he will,nat fay it, when he comes to defend his own. It 
is & Principle that no Man will ſtand by, though ſorge- 

fomes ba he may take it up to ſerve a turn, The truth is, 

Scripture does not pretend to give us a perlect-gc- 

cal the-Order and Ds of the Solemn Worſhip 

of God either in the Synagogues of the Fews, or in the 

(Churches of Chriſtians ; nor to preſcribe a Form for the 

(rvieh of God by the Church ia after times. Several 

Tis in the Religious Afſorblies of Chrifti- 

were peculiar to the extraordinary 

it in thoſe; times, and ſeveral that 

i ahe.conduR; of God' s Service when 

d of both forts {ome are inti- 

iſtles to the. Corimthians ;, but 
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few whe will therefore make x queſtionwherhe?” 

a pe be wok nogeen t how a _— 
ng 40 ooFPreyeravith Miniſter was 

my Sift Phpyrepy heronipg Sov: 


the ; +l 
Prayer for the Heat 
which ſhews that this 


= are ir "0s 
Telt-theiGoyn rout: 
Be Sracnng'th 


Geners Rules? 48d pt 

rodeo ed Melt"Gite LD 
that thisPtaGict | 

dah ace which 


3onotlh oY 1360 philty's & Tet leon 


That whichis moſtatged/"is)' People fycche! - 
to Goq'm he Clinte # 'Diiſo IF Ree brding 

por the Minifters-O fice:! Bay Wl Vicy- wii thae 
aw ener bid =o "ome when 
they 4l bowed't the an Vers 
cp Ferdes and PRiſcil biis'7 ſaying, For be is 
"mercy i wg of every" Chron. 7. 3.2 / 

IE 4B. Fealefiafifcal Older ii 
this rthather - ificts in-God's 
Pubs i Cope 'of 
" Bubidet1o allow le” roriahefdr eB Cem 
ew her Minifl&, 169 £5 ries 


= 


wp . 
Porihiows;- ad 4H8f veiy-hoiw 7 aiich | 
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(12) | 
areallo invited and-led: byJhim 3; this rather Tees = 
vour; of an, affeQatiqn of-undue ſuperiority over 
maria, elt:by; this 


Wiergg (2; "Rt 

Uo on nupign bayo 
as Tp. 11 tc the, Sacred. Function, as their 
urs:s 20d tQuraile the -ompariſon no higher, 

reli 7 wy 41 38 

arg a (ag 


hy 
ang vebeen oo that = 
lic} ag IE Amen,, We 

Js rder and.the 

are 


nably above vEiR 
pr tbrg,» JE 
y.of-th 


15:89t.G 
count oO! EF 


Yu briſk, bs HM je ko our 


nee win OVEN thearj.ovy! Mauthy,, 
irwsRit)/ THe Vin 


% 


cQes.4 leed mal 
GA. thao. hes ..'but they 


mach greater. gy 

= obftinately-xgde of.it to.the Pegple, do 
make- them of Gb wer [ eaner ary tc in wa 
Lhurchbians —— be. Toy is ſomck 
ſtragge,; Re Wha Lontend, as rho 
4ntereſi-q > ityin (o in Fs 

lies that more nearly 49-0 upon Fcclefra og Au- 
3s than offering u f jet a dew OHA to 

by ns Doping unwilling to allow,tham 
t the People haygs.right x9.be: Nd bo 
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Bifbops; Prechyters and Deacons are Ordained, and is ſes 
veral of them contend to- interpoſe alſo in all 4#s of 
Diſcipline: and yet they do not think them qualified to 
bear any part in the Prayers of the Congregation, un- 
ls by ſaying men to'what the Miniſter utters. Theſe 
things do:not'ſeem to hang well together. And I am 
perſuaded our Church has ordered this Matter with 
more Judgment and Impartiality , in aſhgaing tothe 
People their Intereſt both in As off Worſhip and Diſcr- 
pline, within fuch Rules and Limits thatthe C/ergze and 
Laity tay know what their proper place and buſineſs 
i5in all Ecclefraſtical Aſſemblies. 

I have heard ſome Object againſt the Peoples utte- 
ring Prayersand Praiſes in the Congregation, that it is 
Forbidden Women to ſpeak in the Church. But this is 
ſtrangely miſapphed to the Matter in hand, For it is 
plain, that the ſpeaking mentioned by the Apoſtle, ſig- 
nifies nothing but Prophecying, Tnterpreting ,, Preaching, 
or Tyſtrufting; and that the reaſon-why he will mai 
low this to the Waman, is becauſe Preaching'is an At 
that implies' A#thority ,' Whereas the Wethans part'is 
Obedience and SubjeFion. They that will read the whole 
Chapter, will find that this is the true meaning of 
St. Paul. Andiindeed the'place it ſelf ſufficiently ſhews 
it, which I ſhall therefore 'ſer down, Let your Women 
keep filence in the Churches, for it is. not permitted unto 
them to ſpeak, but they are. Commanded to be under Obe.- 
aiente, us alſo the Law ſaith. * Aud if they will learn any 
thing, "let them ak their Elusband's at home , for it 8 a 
ſhame for a Woman to ſpedk in the Church,x Cor. t 4.34.35, 
The'Subje& of this Diſcourſes briefly expreft in the 39 
Verſe, ' Brethren tovet to prophecy, and forbid not to ſpeak 
with tongues. Now:the reaion givgn why the Woman is 
not to ſpeak, viz. becauſe ſhe is to.be ander Obedience, 
does plainly reſtrain that Speaking to Prophecying , and 
[SOLU a. D the 
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the like, which is moreover the only fort of Speaking 
that is diſcourfed of in this place. | 

F know no particular Exception under this Head 
which remains to be ſpoken to , unlels it be, that the 
People are ſaid to utter the Words: of Invocation in the 
Litany for the moſt part, the Miniſter all the while ſu 
geſting the Matter of it tothem.. Bur this ObjeEtion wi 
be of no force, .if what I have ſaid concerning the lay. 
fulneſs of allowing the People an [ntereſt in Focal Prayer 
be admitted , nals.che O. je&ion: be this, That they 
are allowed.to bear too con/td-rable a part in that Prayer, 
and ſomewhat to the diſparagement of the Miniſter 
Office. And thenI anſwer, That, upon Reaſons which 
I ſhall preſently Offer, it ſeems ro me to be otherwitk 
T ſhall only premiſe that T am really troubled for their 
ſakes who put us upon this Defence, that in Matters-df 
Prudence and-Expedience wherein there is-a conſiders 
ble latitude to order them well enough , that in thek 
things I ſay they ſeem to yield fo very little to-the Av 
thority and Judgment of their Governours. .. Ido not 
think it hard&o make out: the Prudence of theſe Deter- 
minations ſo much diſkiked : This is not-the thing I en 
troubled at. But I think-it hard that a Publick Rult 
ſhould not te thought reaſon enough to juſtifie thing 
of this ſort, and to oblige. the People to compliance 
without more adoe. I am forry that our Diſſenting Bre 
thren do not conſider that it is fome diminution to theit 
Modeſty and Humility, to challenge, as in-efteCt they 
do, a nice and punQual account of the prudence of the 
Publick Grders of this Church, 'before they- will-Sub 
mit to 'em in PraQice.” Now as to- the ObjeQtion be- 
f5re us. The Peoples Vocal Part in the Litany ſeems 
to be no diſparageryent at all to the Miniſters Office 
upon theſe accounts, 


1. Although 
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-. 1 Although the Formal Words, of Good Lorel de#- 
ver us, and We beſeech thee to hear us Good Lord, be ut- 
tered. by the People ;.yet it muſt be acknowledged that 
this is but part of the Prayer of the Litany, that which 
the Miniſter utters being the other par? and the far 
greater .part. 
* 2+ That the Words of Prayer are began by the Mini- 
{ter,got only-in the Invoeation of the Holy Trinity firſt 
of all ; but in that Prayer Remember not Lord our Offen- 
ces, and Spare us Good Lord, and We beſeech thee O Lord 
God, &c. So that the Miniſter does utter the Forma! 
Words of Prayer, and the People take them all aſter- 
ward from him, excepting only the Words of that Pett- 
tion, Good Lord deliver us. | 

3. They are but theſe two ſhort and known Peti- 
tions, Good Lord deliver us, and We Beſeech thee to hear 
ws Good Lord, upon the uttering of which by the People 
the weight of the OQbjeftion lies. And if they will al- 
low the People any Vocal part inthe Wordsof Prayer, I 
know not what Petitions are more proper-for them than 
ſuch as theſe. As for the Repetition of them, there is 
this reaſon for it, that there is ſtill new and diſtin& 
Matter to which they are applied. And I will be bold 
to ſay, that the repeated application of them is a great 
relicf to attention and minding the buſineſs we are a- 
bout, and evidently contributes to keep up an affeCtio- 
nate and ardent frame ot Heart,in deſiring thoſe weighty 
things we ask of God in this Prayer. I could almoſt ap- 
pealt5 the keenceft of our Adverſaries, if that Petition, 
Good Lord deliver us, were applied but onoe in groſs to 
the Deprecations and Supplications of that part of the Li- 
tany to which it belongs, whether we ſhould not be more 
apt to let our attention fall, and to forget the meaning, 
and to languiſh in the offering up of thoſe Prayers,than 
asit 15 now ordered. - But, 
D 2 4. [ 


(26) 

* 4. T think itis plain, that in offering up theſe Pray: 
ers to God, the Miniſter has the Ppneipal and Guidny 
part,in that he utters all the'di/f?itr Marter of the Prayer, 
which the People do not,” whereas heutters Words-of 
Invocation as well as they. And now I defire our ' Bre 
thren to conſider, whether if the People were to utte 
that which is the Miniſters part 'now'; and-the Miniſter 
to fay that only which is theirs, 'they would not hay 


'more grievoully complained that the Mimifters Auth. 


rity was {lighted in the whole deſign, ſince he ſeemed 
only to learn from the People what the Congregation 
was to pray for. | | 

It is of great Conſequence with what Mind we come 
to conſider any thing ; if with prejudice and diſlike, we 
are then ready to turn all that is reaſonably produced in 
favour ſor it, into an argument of diſtaſte ; and that 
{cems unreaſonable, with the quite contrary, to which 
we ſhould have been more diſpleas'd if this had been in- 
ſtead of theother, But ſurely we may judge of thek 
things with /mpartiality, and if need be with Candor, 
as we ought to do. And if the difficulty of doing þ 
be ſeen in the frequency of doing the Contrary, -even 
amongit Men otherwiſe good; we have the greater need 
to intreat of God to enlighten our Underſtandings, and 
to reſcue us from prejudices and paffions inthe Judgment 
we make of all things of this nature. I do not intimate 
this any way in afte&taticn of ſeeming not to need this 
exhortation my ſelf; but remembring my own frailty, 
F do hereupon admoniſh my ſelf as well asothers. In 
the mean time, if there be any Biaſs upon my Jud. 
ment in that efteem , TT declare my ſelf to have of the 
Prayers of the Church ;'T myſt confeſs that Thelieve my 
felf to be byats'd on the right hand. For Take it tobe 
much more for the ſafety of my own Soul, as well! as the 
ſecurity of the Charches Peace, that Tſhonld be _ 
rather 
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rather to Judge too favourably of Publick Rules, than 

to value them bengath- their juſt worth- and uſefulneſs. 
But TI'muſt confeſs, That of all the-Prayers in our Z7- * 
turgie that are of Humane Compoſition, I' ſhould be / 
moſt unwilling to part with the Lzayy as it now ſtands 

there. ' It feems to be, what it was deſigned- to be, a 

Form of Prayer apt toexcite ou? moſt ire»/e and fervent 

deſires of God's Grace and Mercy. -Whileſt the Minifter 

leads the people to pray: againſt thoſe ' ſeveral'Sins and 

Evils whicha chriflias is moſt concerned to be afraid 

of, and at the end of every convenient period, the Con- 

gregation with one voice cries out, Good Lord deliver 

7s ; while the Miniſter leads them-tro' pray for all thoſe 

particular Bleſſings which ought to be moſt dear to a 

Chriſtian, and the whole Congregation with one voice 

cries out, We beſeech thee to hear us Good Lord. Theſe 

Prayers ſeem to be offered with ſuch afteftion , as I am 

not well able to expreſs by any ordinary inſtance : In 

Offering them we ſeem to be as paſſionately concerned 

as a Malefa&tor upon his knees, that begs his own life. 

The whole Office is framed with reſpe&t both to mar- 

ter and contrivance, for the raiftng of the utmoſt Devo. 

tion of good Chriſtians, and for ule warming of the 

coldeft hearts by the heat of the Congregation. ' And 

in ſuch a diſpoſition it is then moſt fre to expreſs our 

CRarky, by praying for others, even'all ſorts of Men, 
"45 difti ay a pareictnrly: ay Pitbhek Prayers will 
bear. ' *Andthis the twtfneſs of <his Prayer doth admi- 

rably provide for, as rto'Man'will deny; who, confiders 

it without averſion and prejudice againſt it;which I pray 
Gad deliver all well meaning people from;that they may 


| not deprivethemelyes'of ſd grear qben bs 

*  Tihall fay h&'more coticernins this Matter'of the peo- 

plesJoynibg in Vacal Prayer and Praiſe” And indeed 

the Reaſon'why I have dwelr ſo long upon an Anſwer 
to 
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'to this ObjeQtion , is , becauſe I have obſerved, that 


ſome honeſt perſons are very confident,that in this thing 
at leaſt our Lziturgie is tobe blamed.” And hope what 
-tath been ſaid wall to ſuch perſons give reaſonable ſatis. 
faftion,that for this thing it is rather tobe commended. 
;But becauſe upon this occaſion the part of the Congre- 
gation in the Litany was laſt mentioned : I ſhall now 
{peak briefly to ſome other ObjeCtions againſt the Lita- 
ny which are-commonly made. 

The firſt of theſe is, That we pray to be delivered 
from all deadly fin, which ſeems to imply that there are 
Jome Sins which are not deadly. | 

Now in anſwer to this.it is by ſome truly enough ſaid, 
That theſe Words do not neceſſarily imply a diſtintion 
between Sins that are, and Sins that are not deadly. But 
admitting that ſuch a diſtinion was intended , yet [ 
think no underſtanding Chriſtian has reaſon to be offen- 
.ded with it. By Deadly Sin a Proteſtant means all ſuch 


. Sin as puts.a Man out of a ſtate of Favour with God. 


But all Sins are not thus Deadly. For in many things we 
offend all, .and as for thoſe Sins which the Regenerate 
commit through Humane Frailty only , they are not 
thereby put intoa ſtate of Damnation. Andthough all 
Sin be in its own Nature Deadly or Damnable ; yet 
through the Mercy of God, and the Merits of Chriſt, 
Sins of meer Infirmity are not imputed to true Belie- 
vers, and therefore not Deadly to them. Bur there are 
ſome Sins ſo heinous , that he who Commits them is 
thereby put into a Damnable ſtate, and till be recovers 
himſelf by true Repentance and Aftual Reformation, 
he cannot upon any good ground promiſe to himſelf 
that the wrath of God does not abide npon him. And 'tis 
of ſuch Sins as theſe that this paſſage is to be underſtood, 
as appears by Deadly Sin being added to Fornication. 
From Forntcation and all other Deadly Sin, Good Lord de- 
liver 
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Rtver ia. $0 that this Petition ſeems to be of the ſame: 
Nature with that of the P/almiſt. Keep back thy Ser-- 
want alſo frewgrſengenoms fins, let not them have domi-- 
niow over me,then ſhall I be upright,and I ſhall be innocent 
from the great Tranſgreſion, Pſal,19.13.. Whereas there- 
fore theſe Words of: the Litany ſeem: to ſuppoſe that 
ſome Sins are not Deadly, we ſhould be very unjuſt to 
make fuch a Conſtrufion of them, as if they implyed. 
that ſome Sins are inehcir own natare YVenial ,, and fo 
flight, that they will be forgiven without any conſfide-- 
ration ; foras I have. ſhewn, we may hold that diſtin-- 
ion Which -the- Words:ſuppaſe, and yet- retain -that 
Proteſtant DoEtrine, that no Sin: is- forgiven, bur, 
through the Mercy of God, and the Merits and Media- 
tion of Chriſt. . 

ain, ſome are offended with ous praying againſt 
Sudden Death. 

But why ſhould we not by Sudden Death underſtand 
our being taken out of this World when we are not fit 
todie? For ſometimes a thing is faid to be Sudden to us 
when we are not- prepared- for it. And in this ſenſe 
can any good Chri/tzan find fault with-the Petition > But 
ſuppoſe, that by Sudden Death we mean what is com- 
monly underſtood by it, that is, a Death of which a 
Man-has not the leaſt warning by Sickneſs : Are tnere 
not reaſons why even good Men may defire not to die 
ſuddenly 2 May they not when they find themſclves 
drawing towards their end, by their good: Inſtructions 
and Admonitions make impreſſion upon their -F riends, 
Companions, and Relations to the bettering of them > 
May not their Counſels -be more effe&ual with them 
than ever they- were before? And is it not reaſonable 
to believe = will beſo? As for themſelves, may not 
the-warning they have of Approaching Death be impro- 
ved to-make them more fit to. die than they _ in 
their . 
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their perfe& health? In a Word, hethat thinks himſelf 
to have ſufficienthy perfetted boline/s in the fear. of God; 
and not to ſtand un nced.of thoſe Adts of Selt-Exami- 
ration, Humiliztiong and” Devotion, by which gooth 
Men improve thewarnings of Death, awthich Mortal 
Sickneſs or Extream Agergives then, let: him ſufpend: 
his A&, and refuſe to joyn with us when-we pray God: 
to deliver us from Sudden Death. | | 
{There is yet another Objeftion which I ſhould not 
have named, but that'ſome:of the Difteniters,' who ſeem 
to underſtand very: lnatle of Religion by 'making it, have 
it often ih their Mouths. That is, when weepray to 
be delivered by - the Myſtery of Chriſts Holy Incarna- 
tion, \&c. \by his Agowy ang Bloody Sweat, -by his Croſs 
and Paſſion, &&c. and by the coming of the Holy Ghoſt 
They fay, ſome of them, that" this is Swearing,' fome 
that it is Conjuring, and I know not what. For which 
ſayings, favouring'of great profaneneſs, they ought to 
be ſeverely rebuked ; and that is all the anſwer .they 
ſhould have, were it not [that fome:of them -may- be 
groſly ignorant of the true Senſe of theſe Petitions. 

And therefore Ifay, that they -might eaſity.ſuppoſe, 
if they would give their Minds to it, that we.pray to 
be delivered through the Saving Efficacy of :Chriffs 7u- 
carnation'and Paſſion, &c.”' And yet I: do not/ takerthis 
to be the'principal meaning, or that which was intend- 
ed. For I'conceive that to-be this,” that when we fay, 
By the Myſtery of thy Floly Incarnation ,- and by thy Croſs 
and Paſſion , &e. Good Lord-\deliver 5; we implote 
Chriſt, who has already ſhewed ſuchineftimable good» 
neſs towards us, by'taking our-Nature/ to his Divinity, 
to Die upon the Croſs, to be Buryed, to Riſe again, to 
aſcend into Heaven, andthere'to intercede with the Fa- 
ther for us, and by ſending the. Holy Ghoſt to qualifie 
the Apolitles tor their great :'Work of carryingtheW oy 
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Cyr 
ofSalvation into the World : Ifay we _ him who 
hath already done ſuch mighty things for our Salva- 
tion, and we plead. with him by that goodneſs which 
he hath already given us ſuch great demonſtrations of, 
by thoſe wonders of Mercy that he hath wrought for 
us, that he would now go on to deliver us by his pow- 
erful Grace from theſe Evils which we pray againft. 
And this is ſo reaſonable, ſo deyout and afteQtionate, fo 
humbleand thankful a way of Praying , that I am for- 
ry that any who call thernſelves Believers ſhould be ſo 
ignorant as not to underſtand it, or fo profane and un- 

e what they pretend to be, asto deride'it. 

God does not need to be put in mind ofhis former be- 
nefits towards us ; yet it is fit for us to mention them 
in our moſt earneſt Prayers, not only becauſe we are to 
make a grateful acknowledgment of them to him 7 but 
likewiſe, becauſe by this means we ericourage our ſelves 
to ask in Faith ; ſince he who nwnaskt hath done fuch 
—_ things for us, will not fail upon our earneſt and 

umble prayer,which himſelf alſo hath required,to give 
us all other good things that we need, and to deliver us 
from all real evils of which we are in danger. 

I proceed gext to confider whether there be aoy juſt 
cauſe to find fault with the reading of the Apocrypht 
Leſſons in our Church. | 

And, r. It muſt be-acknowledged by thoſe who al- 
low the uſefulneſs of Sermons. and Catechifing in the 
Church,that rhoſe Chapters may be read in the Church, 
though they are not Divinely inſpired Writings , ſince 
no ſober Man will pretend that the Miniſter Preaches or 
Catechiſes by Inſpiration. But if other good Inſtrudtions 
may be read or recited in the Church, beſides the Word 
of God it ſelf, why may not ſome Leſſons out of the 
porryphat Books be read,which contain excellent Rules 

good Life ; and — and Encouragements to 


Virtue 
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Virtue and Piety ; eſpecially ſince thoſe writings were: 
greatly eſteemed by the Church in its pureſt Ages,when 
they and other Humane Writings were alſo Publickly 
read, as well.as.the Holy Scriptures? 

2. If it be faid that thoſe Chapters of Canonical Serip, 
ture which are omitted in the Calendar, would be more 
profitably read inſtead of the 4pocryphal Chapters, i 
ought alſoto be obſerved, that the Chapters omittedare 
thoſe ef the Old Teſtament, which either recite Genes: 
logies, 'or the Rules of the Levitical Service , or which 
relats matters-of FaQ delivered-allo- in other. Chapters. 
that are read, or which are hard ta be underſtood. This 
{cems to Apologiſe for the Churches leaving thoſe tobe 
conſidered at home by them that have ability ſo to do, 
and appointing ſome Apocryphal Chapters to be read,. 
which are more plain, andin thatreſpe& more profita« 
ble for the Common People :. Unleſs. a. Man will fay, 
that becauſe the Scripture is all of Divine Authority, .it 
muſt be always more profitable to-read any part of #hat 
to the people,than to uſe any other Exhortation,or read 
any other good.Leſſon. And then I donot know what 
place will be left. for Sermons ,. ſince as-I faid before, 
they are no more of. Divine Authority, than the Apo-- 
cryphal Leſions... 

3. If it be ſaid, that the reading of theſe as Leſſons, 
is a prevailing Temptation. to the Vulgar to take them 
for God's Word,or tothink them equal to the Writings 
of the Qld and New Teſtament : I believe there is no 
ſufficient gropnd for this. I never heard of any of our 
Communion that were led into that miſtake. It is. cer. 
tain, that our Church declareth thoſe Leſſons to be no 
part. of Canonical Scripture,.and inthe 6:6 Article faith, 
That they are read for example of Life , and inſtruftion 
of: Manners, but that it dath not apply them to eſgabliſb 
axy Dodrine : . And herein. ſhe follows the Jvdgmeat and 
Pratice - 
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Pradtice of the Primitive Church, which diſtiopuiſheth 
between the Canonical and" Apocryphal Books, efteeming 
thoſe to be of Divine Authority, theſe not ſo,but indeed 
Godly Writings, profitable to be publickly read. And 
why the ſame uſe of them may not be retained with the _ 
fame-diſtintion , I can fee no good Realdn. For the 
Church of Romes receiving the Apocryphal Books into 
her Canon, is not likely to miſlead any of our Commu» 
nion ; ſince we are not ſo forward to take their Opinion 
in any Matter of Religion. 

But in the laſt place, There is no Apocryphal Leſſon 
read,in our Churches upon any Lords day in the year, 
and ſo:there is not this pretence againſt Communion 
with us upon the Lords days , when it is that wedoſo 
earneſtly deſire the Communion of thoſe that have ſepa- 
rated from us. And therefore1 ſhall at preſent ſay no- 
thing to thoſe Exceptions which are taken from the Mar- 
ter of ſome of the Apocryphal Books', as that ſome Rela- 
tions are pretended to be Fabulous, &xc. For this would 
engage me to agreater length than I intend. But who- 
ever thinks himſelf capable to judge of this Controver- 
ſie, may receive fatisfa&tion from what Dr. Falkwer has 
ſaid upon it in his Libertas Ecclefraſt. p. 164, &c. 

_ To proceed ; Although the Communion Service for the 
Gravity and Holineſs thereof is preferred by the Diſfen. 
ters before all other Offices in the Common-Prayer-Book, 
yet that has not paſt free from Exception. The Paſſages 
that ſeem to be diſliked are two. | 

I, ThatPetition in the Prayer before Conſecration, 
That our finful Bodies may be made clean by his Body, and 
our Souls waſhed by his moſt precious Blood, Here they fay 
a diſtin efficacy of cleanſing,and a greater efficacy is at» 
tributed-to the slood of Chriſt, than to his Body ; inaF 
much as the cleanſing of our Souls is attributed to the 
Blood of Chriſt, whereas our Bodies are ſaid only to be 
cleanſed by his Body. E 2 Now 


(34) 

Now in ankyer tothis, I ſuppoſe it is plain from thoſs 
Words at the delivery of the Bread and Wine ; The Body 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was given for thee preſerve 
thy Body and Soul unto everlaſting life. And the Blood of 
our Lord, &c. It is, Tay , plain trom hence , that our 
Church teaches the SanQification and Salvation of oyy 
Souls and Bodies, to tow from the Body as wel} as the: 
Blood of Chriſt, And therefore that former Paſſage is not 
to be Inzerpreted, as-if our Souls were not cleanſed by 
the Body-of ,Chriſt,becauſe they are faid to be waſhed by 
his load. "For the faying of this doeg not exclude the. 
other... When the Apoſtle faid, Fe being many are one 
Bread and. one Rody, for me are all partakers w4 that one 
Bread, 1 Cor. 10.17. Though he expreſt only the Bread 
of the Euchariſt,yet no man will ſay he meant to exchude- 
the Cap, as if the Unity of the Church-would be argued 
only from4heir partaking in that one kind. And when 
he faid, that we have been all: made to drivk into one Spirit, 
x Cor. 12.13. he meant not to exclude the Pgrticipation:: 
of the Bread, as if that-one Spirit which animated the 
Church, was Ggnified only by pb the Cup. Nor- 
will-any-Man argue from hence, that heattributoes a di-. 
ſtint efficacy ta the Bread to prove the Unity of the 
Bndy, and to the Cup to prove the Unity of the Spirit. 
I muſt needs. fay, that. this Exception was ſought, but-: 
never offered it ſelf, 

2. The Miniſters delivering the Elements into every. 
Communicants hands; with'a Form of Words-recited'. 
tg every one of them at the Diſtributtonzis blamed alſo, .. 
as bei hoogen a departurefrom the Practice of Chriſt 
at the Reſt Inſtitution of this Sacrament. For they fay;. 
our, Lord's Words were, Take-ye, Eat ye, Drinkye all of: 
this, and therefore the People-are not to take-the-Ele-- 
ments one by one out of the Miniſters hand, nor og 
any Form of Words to be uſed particularly to every ons 
that rcczives. . To.this I anſwer, . ++ Thats: 
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r. That it does not appear from thoſe Words, Zate 
ye, &c. which arcfpoken in the Plural Number, that our 
Saviour did not fpeak particularly to every one of his A- - 
poltles when they received, .or that he did riot deliver 
the Elements into every particular Manshand. For the 
H—_ may well be ſuppoſed to give # ſhort account 
ofthe Inſtitution of Cbriff, not of every Word he then 
id, but what was neceſſary to be related. And then 
what might be particularly ſaid-or done to every one, 
would be ſufficiently related, inbeing related 7-1 
or done Generally to al. That is, if Chriſt faid, 
Take thow, Eat thon, toevery one of: them , this were 
truly related by the Zmangelifts, who telus that he had 
faid to alt, Zake, Eat, &c.-. And therefore I do nor ſee 
how it can be proved, that our Pradtice varies from this - 
Circamſtance of the Infticution : Tho, ifirdid, I fuppoſe 
it might be as caſily defended, - as the Celebration of the - 
Evcharift' about. Dmner timeand not at Sapper, which 
the Diffenters themſelves ſcruple nor; Bat he that thinks - 
not this Anfwer ſafficient,: let him conſult the aforefaid 
excellent Book of Dr::Filkner, p.218, &c, Where he ſhalt | 
find, that it is indeed: more .probable that our way is - 
agreeable'tq the way of the Firſt Inſtitution in rhis Mat- 
ter, than that which: the Difenters would have inftead 
of it: But for their ſakes whomay not have that Book - 
by them, I ſhall add out of it, another anſwer which I 
think may fatisfic a Reafonable Man. - Suppoſing then | 
that the Evange7/i/fs.did not relate. the Matter Swnmar!y, 
but as diſtinctly as the: Words were fpoken by our Sa - 
viour. Yet, ! 
2. * Our Saviour alſo Commanded his Diſciples, Mar. 
«28. r9. to teach ell Nations, Baptizing them in. the 
* Name of the Father, andof the-Son;; and of the Holy 
*Ghoſt: But wiltany Chriftian think it hence deduci- 
"ble, That wheredivers Perfons, or great numbers are to 
be -- 
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'*be-Baptized together, the Solemn Words of Baptizing 
* them'an the Name of the Father of the Sonandof the Holy 
« Ghoſt, ragy not lawfully be expreſſed feverally.tp every 
*« Perſon 2. Ang if the Baptiſmal Form of Words may be 
« Solemnly and Suitably to that Sacrament applied tg 
* every. Perſon Baptized, -by the General acknowledg: 
« menx'of all Chriſtians , there can be.no Reaſon. why 
* the like may. not. be allowed in the Lord's Supper, 
* Wherefore the PraQtice of our Church herein is no way 
'© 2nſuitable to.the Inflitution of Chriſt , or the Nature of 
«the Sxcrament; , and the Alteration of it wauld be for 
« the worſe, .and.to theabating the Solemnity of its. Ad- 
© miniſtration, Lib. Eccl.p, 224. "YE" | 

There remains but -two more particular Exceptions 
which1T think needful to take notice of, and, thoſe are 
in the Office -of Baptiſm. And the firſt I mean, is, 

I. That all Baptized Infants are ſuppoſed. to be Regs 
nerated ;. of which, as ſome ſay, we cannot be certain. 

But I deſire thoſe that fay fo, to conſider if the Scrip- 
ture does not attribute to Baptiſm , as much as the LZ:s 
targie does. We are faid by Baptiſm to be made Mem» 
bers of Chriſt's. Body, By one Spirit we are all Baptized 
into one Body, 1 Cor. 12.13. And to be Baptized into 
Chriſt, and to put on Chriſt, Gal. 3. 27. and be that is in 
Chriſt is a ew creature. And to be Baptized for the Re. 
miſſion of fins, AQts 2. 38. Baptiſm is allo called the waſha 
ing of Regeneration, Tit, 3. 5. Now if it be made a Que- 
ſtion, Whether Infants are Regenerated in Baptiſm ; the 
Queſtion at laſt muſt come to.this : Whether they are 
' Qualified to become Members of Chriſts- Body, to be ad- 
mitted into God's Covenant, to receive Pardon of Origi- 
»al Sin, and to become New Creatures, gaining that State 
by Grace, which they could not have by Nature? AndI 
do not ſee, that any, but Avabaptiſts can deny this. For 
they that contend, as we do, that Infants are capable of 
| Baptiſm, 
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Baptiſm, nuaſt not deny them to be qualified tor ths 

Grace of:Baptiſm, - unleſs they will make the Ordinance 

and Promites of G:d to be of none effe& towards them. 

Now.jf Infants doby. Baptiſm gain Remiſion of Sin, and 

are made Members of Chriſt ; they are Regenerated and 

Born anew.If they do not-gain this by ir,what does their 

Baptiſm ſignifie ?* Or what benefit can they be ſuppoſed 

to have by it, if they-die in their Infancy, more than it 
they had not been Baptiz'd atall?This is the only means 

of Salvation they can have. And thoſe expreſſions of the 

Scripture above recited, with many more , will juſtifie 

ourChurch, which ſuppoſes that this means will be effe- 

Qual,fo long as they are capable of none other,and there- 

fore ought to be conſidered by thoſe that make-it to be 

of none effect... 

I ſhall only add, That this-had beentthought'a ſtrange 
Queſtion inthe Ancient Church, Whether Infants were 
Regenerated by Baptiſm,when the Pelagzans, whoſe canſe 
led them to deny. it, yet durſt not-do it direCty, becauſe 
they knew it would not be endured ; and therefore they 
confeſſed that Infants: were t» be Baptiz'd , to qualifie-: 
them for the Kingdom of Heaven, but riot for: the Re- 

. miſſion of Sin. So that they themſelves ſeemed ro acknow- 
ledge theſaving effect of Baptiſm to Infants ; though as 
St. Auſtin often ſhewed them, they contradicted. them- 
ſelves by ſo dving. Bur they durſt do no otherwiſe, bes 
cauſe the DoQtrine of the Church was ſo-plainly againſt 
them in; this matter, and every Believer was ſo ſettled 
in it, that I remember St. 4«/:n ſomewhere ſpeaks to 
this purpoſe, that the Pe/agiaxs would have come to the 
point, and denied that the Baptiſm. of Infants Ggnified. 
any thing at all to their'$alvation, .and therefore might 
be as well let alone; (but that they, were afraid the Mo- 
thers themſelves of thoſe Children would every where 
reproach them for it... © /.} | 

The- 
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'The other Objetion againſtthe Office of Baptiſm, is 
this, That the Gogfathers and Godmorhers,that anſwer for 
* Infants, -are not their Parents or Guardians, but others, 
who have, they ſay, w Authority to Covenant or Alt is 
their Names, In anſwer to which , I ſhall omit ſevere 
things that might beſaid,and content my ſelf with thek 
two things, which-I think may be ſufficient- 

I. That in all caſes where the Sureties are procured 

. by the Parents, there they have Authority to Covemant 
1n behalf of the Infant ; and this the Obje&ors muſt 
grant, I think, upon their own Principles : ſince they 
contend that Parents or Pro-parents are fitteſt to aR in 

behalf of the Baptized Infants, as having Authority {6 
to do,fince they bave the Power to diſpoſe of their Edus 
cation afterward. For then the Sureties which are by 

them prevailed with to ſtand for their Children, have at 

kaſt all that Authority which the Parents can give 
them. And this is ſufficiently known'to be thecaſe with 
us. And this is that which the Church might well ſap- 
poſe, viz. that the Sureties, which contra&t with the 

Church in the Infants Name, would be procured by the 
Parents ;ſo that the Parents Contradting in behalf of the 

Infant, is included in the Undertaking of the Sureties ; 

who although they are required by the Church to an» 

fwer for the Infant, yet are they ſuppoſed to be Luthe- 
rizd by its Parents alſo, fo to do, 

2. The good Deſign of this Order and Appointment 
in the Church ought to be conſidered, which is not the 
fs, for the fault ot Men,andthe looſeneſs of theſe times, 
does often defeat it.For hereby theChurch taketh greater 
ſecurity,that the Infant ſhallbe brought up in the Know: 
ledge and Praftice of that Hofy Covenant into which 
it is Baptiz'd:In as much as beſides therarg of theParents, 
which is ineffe&t promiſed, and may be more reaſonably 
rely'd upon without their own Solemn A@, upon ts 

ACC0 
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account ef that Natural Afet#ion which makes ther par- 
ticularly concerned;beſides this,I ſay, there is a Particular 
Obligation laid upon others alſo, to ſee that the Infant be 
ſo Educated, as much as in them lies. In caſe the Parents 
ſhould die before the Child is grown to years of Diſcre- 
tion, the Sureties are then more Particularly Obliged to 
look to their Godchild, that he be put into a way of 
learning and doing his Duty.If they ſhould wot die betore, 
but be remz/s, the Sureties have Authority to come to 
themand Admoniſh them of their Duty,and to.let them 
know, that ſince themſelyes were defired by them to un- 
dertake for this Child , they as ſuch Sureties are parti- 
cularly concerned to mind the Parents oftheir —amg 
if need be to rebuke them fbarply for _— it ; 

they did in cffeQ;,and to all _ of Obligation under- 
take for the performance of it, when the Sureties under. 
took for the Child. Moreover when the Child i grown to 
years of K I come abroad into the World, he 
ws liable to the itable Admonitions of his Sureties as 
well as of his Parents,in caſe he does amiſs,and their Re- 
proofs are more likely to take place, than thoſe of moſt 
other Perſons. Now though all Chriſtians, as Members of 
one Body are to take care of, and to watch over one ano- 


ther, yet ſome are more Particularly cofopir and have 


greater Advantages to do thoſe Works of Spiritual Cha» 
rity than others. And I appeal to all confidering Men,if 
Sureties at Baptiſm,may not with great Authority, and 
with likely hood of good effe&, Reprove both thoſe Neg- 
ligent Parents and Unruly Children for whom they have 
undertaken to the Church. The Parents for not mind- 
ing to Educate their Children in the knowledge and 
keeping of the Baptiſmal Vow ; or the Children for not 
hearkening to good Admonition.And in this Age when 
the Duty of Chriſtian Reproof'is ſo generally omitted ; 
It were well if the defe& were this way a little ſupplied. 

F | But 
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But it is by no-means defireable that the i 
thereof, and the obligation thereunto ſhould be taken a, 
way. I know ſome will be apt to fay,that this is but raxe. 
ly Pratifed. But that is no ſufficient Anſwer to what] 
have ſaid. For when we uſe to judge of the goodneſs of 
a Rule or Cuſtom by the good that comes of obſerving 
it, we muſt look where 'tis kept, though it: be _ but 
by few, and not where tis broken. And if the Diſlenters 
have nathing ta ſay againſt the uſe of Sureties, but that 
the end of this Appointment is ſeldom regarded, them, 
ſelves may help to remove this Objection, by returning 
to the Church, and encreaſing the number of thoſe that 
do purſue the End of it., And thus doing they ſhall have 
the benefit of this Order of the Church, and the Church 
the benefic of their good Examples... : oy 

As for the uſe of the Znterrogatories put to the Suretics, 
and their An/wers,they are a Solemn Declaration of what 
Baptiſm doth oblige-all Baptiz'd Perſons to,and that In- 
fants do ſtand. ingaged to perform. the Vow of Baptiſm 
wheni they ſhall; come to years of knowledge. This 1s. the 
known meaning, of the-Contraft,nor did Fever hear of a+ 
ny that otherwiſe underſtood it; and thigrefore I ſee not 
why it ſhould be faid:to be /:able tomiſunderſtanding.. 

After all, there is one Gegeral Objetion;yet remain» 
iog which ſtill prevails with: forme Perſaos; and that is, 
That ſome of our. Prayers. are to be found in:the: Maſs» 
Book, and: the Breviary, and the Offces of the Church of 
Rome. This ObjeCtion: hath made a great noiſe,but'I ap- 
peal to Underſtanding Men, if there be any ſenſe untt- 

No Men will fay,that 'tisenough to make any. Prayer 
or Form. of Devotion or Inſtruction: ualawtul to be 
uſed, that the ſame is to be found in the aſ5- Book, &c. 
For then the.Lords Prayer,the P/alms,and a great part of 
the Scriptures befidesand the Creeds muſtinever. be uſed 
by us. And:therefore whether any partiof the Ao 
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Service is to be uſed by us or not, muſt be judged of by 

ſome other Rule,that is by the Word of God, So that 'ris 
4 vain Exception 8gainſt any part of our Liturgie, to ſay 
it was taken ont of the Maſs: Book unleſs it could be ſhewn 
withal, that it is ſome part of the Remiſh Superſtition. I 
know it has been faid,that the Scriptures being of necel- 
fary uſe are to be retained by us, though the Church of 
Rome retains them; but that there.is not the ſame Rea- 
ſon for Forms which are not neceſfary ; but in thoſe we 
ought to go as far from that Church as ever we can, 
But what reafon is there for this 2 Fot the Danger that 
may happen 70 «5 it coming toonear them, lices.in things 
wherein they do: ill, not in which they do welt. And as 
for the Papi/ts themſelves, we do not in the leaſt coun- 
tenance them wherein they are wrong;by 4greeing with 
them wherein they are right.And as for the 7hings them- 
felves, they are gotithe worſe for being uſed by them. 
We ſhould allow the; _—— a greater Power to do mif- 
chiefthan they have, | f their uſing of ſome good things 
ſhould render all uſe of then hurtfal tous. The Caſein 
ſhort is this, When our Reformers were intent upon the 
Reformation of the Liturgie, they deſigned to Purge it 
of all thoſe t Additzons,which the uſurpt Autho- 
rity of the Church of Rome had long ſince brought into 
it; and-to retainnothing but what was agreeable to the 
Holy Scriptures, and to the: Practice of the purer Ages 
of theChurch. And in this they did like Wiſe Men, be- 
cauſe thus it woald beevidentto-all the World,that they 
Reformed upon-juſt & neceſſary Reaſons,and not meerly 

out of x deſire of Change: and Innovation'; ſince they 
Purged the Forms of Divine Service, from nothing but 
[nnovations and: Corruptions,and an unprofitable croud 

of Ceremonies. ' No Man can ſhew.a good Reaſon why 

thoſe Paſſages in the Common-Prayer-Book, which are 

to be found in the Maſ5-Book, but which were uſed - 
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by the Church: before Romaniſm had Corrupted it; 
are not as much tobe Valued becauſe they were oncy 
uſed by good Chriſtians,. as to- be run- down becauſg 
they have. been fince uſed by Superſtitious and Idol. 
trous Men: But to conclude this Matter, If any Man 
would ſet himſelf to expoſe the Maſs- Book, he would þ 
ſuppoſe lay hold upon nothing but the Corruptions thax 
are in it,. and things that are obnoxious to juſt reproof; 
not. on things that are juſtifiable and may eafily-be de, 
fended: And: the reaſon of this is plain, becauſe the 
Maſs-Book is to blame for thoſe parts of it only, but not 
for theſe.. Now for ſuch Paſſages as the Maſs-Book it ſelf 
is not to be blamed'for , neither is- our Ziturgie to be 
blamed, if we wilbſpeak juſtly of things , and without 
Prejudice and Paſſion, | 
F have now conſidered af{ thoſe Exceptions againſt 
the Solemn Service of God by our-Liturgie , which 
the Difſenters are thoughs to inſiſt moſt upon. Not but 
that ſome other —_— have been made by the Miz 
niſters of that perſnafion': But this I hope was-without 
deſign toprejudice the People againſt our Communion, . 
but rather to gain ſome alterations, which in their 
Judgment: would' have beenadvantageous tothe Book 
of Common-Prayer,. and given it a greater perfe&ion;. 
whether they were right in-this or:not,. TI will not now 
diſpute; being very deſirous, asI pray God we may all 
be, to avoid Controverſies in this Matter as a9 
may be. Nay , F believe thoſe Prejudices of the Zay-- 
Diſſenters againſt the -Common-Prayer; which F have 
endeavoured to remove, have wrought-inthem a grea: 
ter averſion to-it, thar-the beſt Divines of that way in- 
tended; (I ſhould be very ſorry to find my ſelf miſtaken 
in-this.) And this conſideration was ſome encourages: 
ment to me to give a true account of thoſe things they 
{zemed to diſlike moſt of alk. 
Which 
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Which I have endeavoured upon the plain grounds: 
of Reaſon and Scripture , almoſt wholly avoiding ap- 
peals to other Church Antiquity, not but that great re- 

d is to be nad of it, and that we can detend our 
Rives by it; but becauſe they-are very few in'Com- 
pariſon who are qualified to Examine this kind of Ar- 
nt. And the like 1 fay of the Coneurrence of o- 
ther Reformed Churches with us in- thoſe things that 
are diſliked. | 

As for:the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, it is pretend- 
ed that this is a part - of Worſhip, or a Sacrament of 
Mays making. The contrary-to which, has beeno plainly 
ſhewnin late Diſcourſes, thatunleſs I am called to give 
an account of it, I cannot think fit to trouble you with 
this Diſpute.. But I heartily deſire our Brethren to:con- 
ſider at h, that-though the uſe of this Ceremony 
were not ſo eaſfie to be defended as I think it is,: yet that 
it is no- Condition of Communion, becauſe the People 
are not required to Sign with the Sign of the Croſs, but 
the Miniſter only. , 

As for Kneeling at the Communion of the Holy Table, 
that is indeed every Communicants AR, but of this you 
. may - a Diſcourſe from another Hand, which I 
hope will give ſatisfaction to all Sober Perſons, that are 
yet unſatisfied about it.. 

And now I intreat all thoſe of the' Diſſenting Party, 
into whoſe hands theſe Papers ſhall fall, that t would 
ſeriouſly conſider,whether-it be fit to venture the Gui/t 
of Schiſm, and the ſad Conſequences of it, likely to come 
to paſs, . upon ſuch grounds as -theſe : Let us at length 
conſult for the Honour of this: Age with Poſterity, who 
will ſtand:.amazed to find a. Separation of Proteſtants 
from this Church, carried on ſo long upon ſo little oc- 
caſion given, and ſuch weak ObjeQtions ſo ſtrongly in- 
ſiſted upon, as to build an oppoſite Communion. _ | 
facnb:. 
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them. - Let us Conſult the Zenewr and the Safety ofthe 
Reformation, and no longer ſuffer it to be expoſed ts 
ſcorn and danger, to be Laughtat, and Diſgraced by the 

Papiſts, ur dangerous Enemies always, but never wore 
Adangeroys than now. It the Diffenters are not yetcon- 
vinced, that the wide breach they have made in the 

-Communien of Proteftants, will-certainly let in Papery, 
if it be not -prevented by a timely clofing with the 

Church of England : Nothing remains but to wait 1il 
they are-convinced by the: laſt Extremity, Ecan take 

no-comfoxt in being; aſſured that at laſt they will be 
lieve it, when, alas? it will be toa-00 purpoſe to believe ig. 

I beſeech thera:to-conſider, whether we are likely to: be 
united-18 any other Communion; but thatof the Chwrch 

of England 25 it is/by Law Elabliſhed ; and whenher fo 

little account ought to be made of Law and Authors 

ty, asto ſay that our Governours may as well come 

dewn to them, by forbearing to require what they di 

like ; as they come up to the Law , by daing: whas it 

requires. Will our caſe bear this wantonnets # Will 

ſuch Exprefſions conſift with our Duty 2 I beſeech.them 
by what is moſt dear to:them, by the Honour of God 

and the Love: of Chriſt, and the- Care: of their own 

Souls, and:the Charity they have for the Souls.of other 
Men, that they will take pains. with themſelyes to:lay 

aſide Prejudice , and: Anger , and-all Paſſions that ob- 
{tru a clear Judgment of things that have been diſpu- 
tedamongft us, and that they would conſider impar- 
tially what we have faid, as inthe fight of God who 
knoweth: the Hearts of Men. Can they propound to 
themſelves more beneficial Deſigns, than to check the 
Prophaneneſs and Atheiſm which in this laſt Age hath 
Þ:en ſo much complained of, than to reſtore. in ſome 
meaſure the Ancient Diſcipline of the Church for: the 
excludingot vicious Men from the Communion of. ow | 
| Faithful 
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Faithful , than to tranſmit the Profeſſion of the true” 
Religion Eſtabliſht among us, down-to their Poſte- 
rity ? The moſt effetual means by which they can con- 
tribute-to all thoſe good Ends, is:to return heartily 
and unanimouſly to the Communion of the Church of 
England; all the true Sons whereof are ready to receive: 
them with open Arms, with: joy and thankfulneſs ts- 
God, and to them,. for the good they will do us and 
themſelves by.it. But as for: them, that for. Worldly 
and Corrupt Intereſts, encourage and ſupport the pre- 
ſent Separation from this Church,. I cannot expoſtulate 
with them in” this manner, ſince ſuch Men have not 
the fear of God before them , and 'tis impoſſible they. 
ſhould be touched with tenderneſs for. the Concerns 
of Religion, while they continue- as they are. All 
T: ſhall ' ſay to-them is, That when that great: day 
of Judgment comes, which they. of all Men have 
moſt reaſon-to be afraid - of, then all the diſmal: 
Conſequences of this Schiſm-which.are likely to hap- 
pen, will be fully required at their hands to be ſure; 
whilſt thoſe that in meer Ignorance and Miſtake have 
contributed to them , ſhall have an eaſier Accouat to+ 
give, eſpecially if they have taken pains-to inform: 
themſelvesbetrer, . 

What good Effe&t' our Applications to-Men will 
ave, we cannot fay ; but if it ſhall appear: that they 
are not yet prepared for Initruftion ; we have the 
More reaſon -to turn our ſelves: to God by earneſt. 
Prayer, that he would pleaſe to 'open the Underſtand- 

s of the ſimple, .. and to dete&t the ill Deſigns of dif 
honeſt Men, and to enable us tobring forth more and: 
better Fruits of Repentance , that whatever happens to 
this Church , .it may not be forſaken of his Favour and: 
Preteftion, Amen. 


EINT'S. 


